UNLV Magazine by Cloud, Barbara




University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalscholarship.unlv.edu/unlv_magazine 
 Part of the Arts and Humanities Commons, Curriculum and Instruction Commons, Curriculum and 
Social Inquiry Commons, and the Social and Behavioral Sciences Commons 
Repository Citation 
Cloud, B. (1998). UNLV Magazine. In S. DiBella (Ed.),, UNLV Magazine, 6(2), 1-19. 
Available at: https://digitalscholarship.unlv.edu/unlv_magazine/30 
This Magazine is protected by copyright and/or related rights. It has been brought to you by Digital 
Scholarship@UNLV with permission from the rights-holder(s). You are free to use this Magazine in any way that is 
permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For other uses you need to obtain 
permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights are indicated by a Creative Commons license 
in the record and/or on the work itself. 
 
This Magazine has been accepted for inclusion in UNLV Magazine by an authorized administrator of Digital 
Scholarship@UNLV. For more information, please contact digitalscholarship@unlv.edu. 

Exchange Taxes For A Smile. 
"We're providing ourselves with an income for life, and UNLV 
receives a big gift of stock after we're both gone." 
Battista and Rio Locatelli believe in 
sharing their success with future 
UNL V hotel college students. 
They recently created and ftmded 
a charitable trust. By doing so, they 
guaranteed themselves a lifetime in-
come, avoided the capital gains tax, 
received an income tax deduction, and 
made a substantial charitable gift to 
UNLV. "With a charitable remainder 
trust, our good fortune in the stock 
market is working for us- Not the 
IRS," said Rio and Battista. "We're 
providing ourselves with an income 
for life, and UNL V receives a big gift 
after we're both gone." 
Charitable remainder trusts allow 
you or your heirs to receive a lifetime 
UNLV 
F 0 U N D A T I 0 N 
income, realize charitable tax deductions, 
and make a deferred gift to UNL V. 
If you're thinking of selling highly 
appreciated real estate or stocks that 
you own outright, or if you have 
a large retirement plan, you should 
consider this option. 
For more information about this 
mutually beneficial opportunity, call 
Russ Kost at the UNL V Foundation 
at (702) 895-3641. 
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A Capital Sense of Humor 
With a greater-than-average capacity fo1' flexibil-
ity, a commitment to family, and - most imp01'-
tantly -a quiclz JVit, UNL V alttmna Sandy 
M iller has talzen on her role as Nevada's first lady 
with a refreshing attitude. 
BY SUZAN DIBELLA 
Poetic Transition 
UNL V English professm' and noted poet Claudia 
Keelan discovered her niche when she bega-n nwit-
ing poetry. NoJV she wonde1'S how her newfo~md 
happiness will affect her JJJOrlz. 
BY D IA NE RUSSELL 
Ridin', Ropin', and Researchin' 
One day UNL V sociologist Fred Preston began 
wondering what malus rodeo cowboys tic/e. The 
next thing he /mew, he 1vas 1vrestling a 700-pound 
stee1' to the g1'0und. Now, with mo1'e than 60 ;teers' 
W01'th of experience and hundreds of interviews 
with cowboys unde1' his belt buclete, he offers some 
insights into one of the toughest sports around. 
BY C HRIS JOHNSON 
Yielding Results 
UNL V's Transpo1'tation R esearch Center st1,tdies 
the many traffic p1'oblems posed by the 1'apid 
g1'01vth of Southern Nevada, often suggesting 
solutions that witlmalu a1'ea roadways safe1'. 
BY BARBARA CLOUD 
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UNLV School of Architecture Accredited; Building Dedicated 
ln\TL V's School of Architecture is on 
a roll. It recently dedicated its new, 
75,000-square-foot building and shortly 
thereafter received notice that it had been 
granted accreditation for five years by the 
National Architecture Accrediting Board 
(NAAB ). 
"We are tlrrilled with this recognition 
of the quality of architecture education 
at UNLV," President Carol C. Harter 
said of the accreditation. "This means a 
great deal to all of us, but especially to 
our architecture faculty and, above all, 
our undergraduate and graduate 
students. 
"Also, the dedication of this fine 
facility is the culmination of more than a 
decade of hard work by many supportive 
members of the Las Vegas architecture 
community and the UNL V faculty and 
staff," she added. "It is also a special 
tribute to the late Paul B. Sogg, a Las 
Vegas real estate developer, who contrib-
uted a significant portion of the $8.25 
million cost of this building. We are also 
extremely grateful for the contributions 
made by Johnny Ribeiro and J.A. Tiberti. 
Their continued involvement is typical of 
the outstanding community support that 
has built UNLV over the past 40 years ." 
Johnny A. Ribeiro, Jr., chairman of 
The Ribeiro Corp., contributed nearly 
$500,000 to support the landscape 
architecture program. J,A. Tiberti, 
chairman ofTiberti Construction Co. , 
donated $600,000 for architecture 
Fulton Building Construction Underway 
Construction is underway on the Stan Fulton Building, the new home of the UNLV 
International Gaming Institute. The 30,000-square-foot facility, to be located on the 
southeast corner of Flamingo Road and Swenson Street, will be the venue for educational 
programs for gaming executives, managers, and regulators from across the United States 
and around the world. The $5 million structure, scheduled to be completed by early 1999, 
is being funded by a donation from Stan Fulton, chairman and CEO of Anchor Gaming. 
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program support. 
The Nevada State Legislature 
approved funding for the Sogg Building 
in 1990. Designed by Swisher & Hall 
AlA Ltd. and built by Tibesar Construc-
tion, the building is located on the south 
side of the UNLV campus at the 
intersection ofTropicana Avenue and 
Brussels Road. 
According to Michael Alcorn, 
director of the School of Architecture, 
the new building provides the class-
rooms, studios, library, and office space 
that are essential for accredited programs 
in architecture, landscape architecture, 
interior design, and urban planning. 
Only three schools of some 108 
accredited programs have received five-
year accreditation on their first try, 
according to Alcorn, who added that it is 
more common to receive three-year 
accreditation. 
The accreditation is retroac-
tive for two years, meaning that 
graduates back to 1995 will 
benefit, Alcorn said. 
"Accreditation by the NAAB 
provides graduates the ability to 
be certified by tl1e National 
Council of the Architectural 
Registration Board," Alcorn 
said, explaining that it is virtually 
impossible to become licensed as 
an architect without the NCARB 
registration. 
Alcorn said the high quality 
of the new architecture building, 
and especially its library, played a 
large role in the accreditation 
process. 
The School of Architecture 
offers a master of architecture 
degree, as well as bachelor of science 
degrees in architecture, interior architec-
ture, landscape architecture, and urban 
planning. Some 400 undergraduate 
majors and 30 graduate students are 
currently enrolled in the program. ~ 
UNLV Alumni Association Donates 40 Trees to Campus 
UNLV is a bit greener these days, 
thanks to a donation from the 
UNLV Alumni Associa-
tion . 
In honor of 
UNLV's 40th 
anniversary, the 
alumni group has 
donated 40 trees 
to the university. 
Most of the 
trees will be heritage 
oaks and will be planted 
along the sidewalk to the west 
of the Rebel softball diamond. 
This area will be named the "Allllllni 
Walk." Eventually, the trees will form an 
umbrella covering the sidewalk that leads 
from the Thomas & Mack Center 
parking lot to the site of 
the new Lied Library. 
A second 
grouping of trees, 
to be known as 
tl1e "Alumni 
Grove," will be 
planted between 
the James R. 
Dickinson Library 
and the courtyard of the 
Richard Tan1 Alumni Center. 
This grouping will include 
heritage oak trees, some smaller-leafed 
oak trees, and some small plants - a 
combination selected by Dennis 
Swartzell, UNL V's director of landscape, 
grounds, and arboretum. Kiosks, 
benches, and tables will be added to the 
area also. 
"This is another example of the 
Alumni Association's continuing efforts to 
enhance the campus and university 
community," said Carl Cook, assistant 
director of allllllni relations. "The 
cooperation of Dennis Swartzell and his 
staff in tllis endeavor was outstanding. 
Together, the UNLV Alumni Association 
and the university community are 
demonstrating the unlinlited achievements 
that can be accomplished when working 
together with a common goal." ~ 
Phillips Appointed Assistant Direct<;)r of Alumni Relations 
UNLV alumna Denise Phillips joined 
the university staff recently as an assistant 
director of alumni relations. 
Phillips, who earned a bachelor's 
degree in recreation from UNLV in 
1995, has worked for the Henderson 
Parks and Recreation Senior Center and 
the Valley View Recreation Center for the 
past two years. 
During her college years at UNLV, 
she served as organizations board 
director for student government and was 
a member of the Student Alumni 
Association. 
She was selected for her new post by 
a search committee composed of UNLV 
Allllllni Association board members, 
faculty, staff, administrators, and students. 
She will work alongside Carl Cook, who 
vvas previously the sole assistant director 
of allllllni relations. 
Her duties will include guiding a 
number of groups and programs, includ-
ing the Student Allllllni Association, the 
Student Ambassador Program, and the 
Home-Away-From-Home Progran1. She 
will oversee and expand many of the 
association's arumal and special events 
and will assist alumni office staff members 
in their day-to-day activities . ~ 
Former University Regent Juanita Greer White Dies 
Former university regent and state 
legislator Juanita Greer White died in 
September. 
White, for whom UNLV's Juanita 
Greer White Life Sciences Building is 
named~ was a great supporter of higher 
education in Nevada. She served on the 
Board of Regents from 1963 to 1971 
and was a charter member of the Nevada 
Southern University Land Foundation, 
which obtained land for the university 
campus at a relatively low cost . 
When she ran for the Board of 
Regents in 1962, White campaigned for 
degree-granting status for Nevada 
Southern University, as UNLV 
She pushed for competitive faculty 
salaries and benefits to attract 
was called at that time. Up top teachers and advocated the 
until 1964, students who development of both traditional 
attended the Las Vegas campus academic and special interest 
received their degrees from programs. 
UNR. White also supported 
During her tenure as higher education when she 
regent, the Las Vegas campus served in tlle state assembly in 
achieved full autonomy in 1968 f 1971 and 1972. In recent years , 
and was renamed the Univer- ' ' she remained a friend of 
Juanita Greer While 
sity of Nevada, Las Vegas . UNLV, funding the White 
White was a strong advocate of Distinguished Lecturer Series through 
building a campus witll sufficient acreage. tlle biological sciences department. ~ 
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Rawson, Chapman Receive Top Alumni Association Awards 
The UNLV Alumni Association has 
presented its highest awards to tv,ro 
UNLV alumni- state Sen. Ray Rawson 
and university supporter Bruce Chapman. 
Rawson was chosen as the UNLV 
Alumni Association's 1997 Alumnus of 
the Year, the highest award the association 
can bestow. 
Rawson, a dentist, was a member of 
UNLV's first graduating class in 1964, 
earning a bachelor's degree in zoology. 
He later returned to UNLV to earn a 
master's degree in anthropology in 1978 
and went on to send his children to his 
alma mater as well. During the most 
recent legislative session, he was instru-
mental in efforts to increase funding for 
UNLV. 
"My wife and I have marveled at the 
growth ofUNLV, from our experience in 
the first graduating class to the graduation 
of our children," Rawson said. "It is an 
institution to be proud of. It is at UNLV 
that my eyes were opened to the world of 
possibilities. You have no idea how much 
this award means to me." 
"Ray's heartfelt appreciation of his 
alma mater is demonstrated continually," 
said Carl Cook, UNLV's assistant director 
of alumni relations. "He has always taken 
action to assist his university in every way 
he can." 
Bruce Chapman, director of new 
business development with Shonkwiler/ 
Marcoux advertising agency, was selected 
to receive the UNLV Alumni Associa-
tion's Distinguished Service Award 
recently. 
Another longtime supporter ofUNLV, 
Chapman attended the university from 
1968 to 1971 and has contributed to many 
university programs, including the Valerie 
Pida Memorial Cheerleading Scholarship. 
He is also a contributor to the Candle-
lighters, an organization that assists 
children who are terminally ill with cancer. 
"Bruce's efforts are a testament to the 
great contributions that individuals can 
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make to society," Cook said. "His time 
and energies devoted to charity- as well 
as his genuine concern for his alma 
mater - earned him the award." 
Chapman was the first UNLV athlete 
selected in a professional draft; he was 
drafted by the American Basketball 
Association and the National Basketball 
Association. His wife, optometrist Pam 
Moore, is a UNLV alumna and a former 
member of the Alumni Association Board 
of Directors. ~ 
Water History Docwnentary Wms Emmy 
A documentary on the history of 
water in Southern Nevada that was a 
collaborative effort ofUNLV's environ-
mental studies department, the Clark 
County Conservation District, and 
television station KLVX, was 
recently honored with an Emmy 
award. 
The Water Rules: A 
History of Water in the Las 
Vegas Valley received a 
Southwestern Area Emmy 
from the San Diego 
chapter of the National Academy of 
Television Arts and Sciences recently. 
The award came in the category of 
historical/bibliographical program. 
Producers Dan Garrison ofKLVX 
and Allie Smith, UNLV's campus green 
coordinator in the department of 
environmental studies, attended the 
awards ceremony. 
Last summer, Smitl1 and Garrison 
were honored for the documen-
tary at the National Education 
Association's arumal conven-
tion with an Award for the 
Advancement of Learning 
through Broadcasting. 
The Water Rttles was 
created for use in high schools and to 
educate the community about past water 
supply and usage patterns and how they 
have led to current supply and use. ~ 
Finance Professor Don Hardigree Dies 
Don Hardigree, an associate professor 
in the College of Business and the 
director of the Institute for Insurance and 
Risk Management, died suddenly in 
December after suffering an 
aneurysm. He was 49. 
A three-time graduate of 
the University of Georgia, 
Hardigree earned his 
bachelor's, master's, and 
doctoral degrees in risk 
management and insurance. 
Insurance and Risk Management. 
Known throughout the United States 
for his expertise and professional con-
tributions in ilie areas of insurance and 
risk management, 
Hardigree enlisted ilie 
support and participation of 
ilie Nevada insurance 
industry to establish a 
strong insurance-education 
program in ilie College of 
Business. 
He joined the UNL V 
finance department faculty in 
1990 and went on to serve as 
the chair of insurance of ilie 
Don Hardigree 
He also advised ilie state 
of Nevada on insurance 
issues, served as co-editor of 
ilie Joumal on Insurance 
Nevada Insurance Education Foundation 
and as ilie director of the Institute for 
Issues, and was much sought-after as a 
consultant. ~ 
Morgan Named Law School Dean; Marks Dean of Libraries 
UNLV has appointed ilie founding 
dean of the new William S. Boyd School 
of Law and a new dean of libraries. 
Richard J. Morgan, the former dean 
of the Arizona State University College of 
Law, assumed his duties as dean of the law 
school Sept. 1. 
Kenneth Marks, the former director of 
academic library services at East Carolina 
University in Greenville, N.C., assumed 
his duties as UNLV's dean of libraries 
Oct. l. 
Morgan had served as dean and 
professor at SU's law college since 1990 
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law program to accept its first class this 
fall. The university plans to obtain 
American Bar Association accreditation 
for the law school at the earliest possible 
date, in time to allow the first class to sit 
for ilie Nevada bar exam. 
Plans call for the program initially to 
occupy ilie existing Paradise Elementary 
School building on Tropicana Avenue 
near the university until ut\TLV's new 
campus library is completed in 2000. The 
law school will then move into ilie exist-
ing campus library building, which will 
have been remodeled for iliat purpose. 
Morgan, who served as associate 
professor oflaw at ASU from 1980 to 
1983 and as associate dean and professor 
from 1983 to 1987, practiced law in 
California from 1971 to 1980. He 
received his law degree from ilie UCLA 
School of Law in 1971. 
Morgan has been active in both ilie 
American Bar Association and the 
Association of American Law Schools, as 
well as other professional and law 
education organizations. 
Before joining UNLV, 
Marks had served since 1990 
as director of academic library ,_ 
services at East Carolina · ., . 
University, where he directed • 
library faculty and staff 
participation in the program 
planning, construction, and 
occupation of a 160,000-
square-foot library addition 
and the renovation of the 
library's existing 160,000-square-foot 
facility. 
In previous positions, Marks served as 
university librarian and executive director 
of ilie Merrill Library and the learning 
resources program at Utah State Univer-
sity; associate director for public service at 
University Library, University of Tennes-
see, Knoxville; and head of ilie reference 
department and reference librarian at the 
University of Tennessee. 
Marks, who has published 
~~· extensively in library journals, j has written two books, Local 
· Area NetJV01'ks in Lib7'aries 
and Using Windows for 
Library Administration. 
)
' He received a Ph.D . in 
. educational administration 
\i. /J.. ji;om Iowa State University in 
M, k ",. 1978; a master's degree in or s lib . fi: .L 
'" · rary SClence ·om ute 
University of California, Berkeley, in 
1971; and a bachelor's degree in history 
and political science from Iowa State 
University in 1960. 
Construction of the new library will 
begin this spring; the building will be 
open by 2000. ~ 
Albrecht Appointed Vice President 
Fred Albrecht, formerly UNLV's 
executive director of alumni and 
community relations, has been named 
vice president for university and 
community relations. 
reprographics, governmental relations, 
and news and public infurmation. 
A 27-year employee ofUNLV, 
Albrecht served as director of alumni 
relations for 24 of those 
years. He came to the 
university as a graduate 
student and assistant basket-
ball coach in 1970. In 1973 
he began dividing his time 
between duties as alumni 
director and tennis roach. 
"Fred has served the 
university well since 1970 
and has been a valued 
member of the staff for 
many years," said UNLV 
President Carol C. Harter. 
"It gives me great pleasure 
to announce his promotion 
to vice president. I know he 
will continue to provide 
leadership in our efforts to 
Fred Albrecht 
He oversaw UNLV's 
athletic fund-raising effOrts 
from 1983 to 1988 and 
raised the funds to build the 
reach out to our alumni, the university 
community, and the community at 
large." 
Albrecht will be responsible for 
alumni relations, marketing and 
community relations, publications and 
Richard Tam Alumni Center in 1989 
and 1990. He served as interim athletic 
director for several months in 1995, and 
in September 1995 he was named 
executive director of alumni and 
community relations. , 
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Humor 
_ Armed with a greater-than-average capacity 
for flexibility~ her commitment to family, 
and - - most importantly - a quick wit, 
·-- - -
_f.INLV alumndSandy Miller has approached 
-her role as Nevada'sfirst lady with a refreshing 
~-.;attitude. 
BY SUZAN DIBELLA -
_ -- w- HEN YOU ME_ET l\TEVADA'S 
• _- first lady Sandy Miller, you 
-- . - _ are im.rnediately struck by 
- what a regular person she is. 
No airs, no formality, just the. real thing. 
_Grac:;ious, kind, down-to"earth. Someone 
you'd like to ha\~e overfor,dinner. 
The next thing you notice is that she 
tells hilarious stories-~-whlth is another 
~~-~ieason-to invite her:Ovedor 
-w~ ;~er. -~ _;~- ; 
Yt<:;.: Take, for mstance, the story 
~,-;_;-c - .she tells about the governor's 
pajamas: Shortly after the Millers 
_-moved into the -governor's 
- mansion, they were getting ready 
for bed one night when the 
governor turned ro his wife and 
- asked, "Honey, would you feel 
my pajamas? They feel really nice. 
Why do they feel that way?" 
& she ran a fold of the 
pajama material berween her 
fingers, she realized the horror of 
it all. 
this is how he lives all the time. And 
someday I won't live here, and there's no 
way I want to see myself standing there 
ironing his pajamas,"' she says \vith a 
straight face that Erma Rombeek 
would've respected. "I mean I always 
took good care of him, but there were 
days when he got dressed out of the 
dryer just because I didn' t get everytl1ing 
whose keen sense of humor has obviously 
enabled her to observe the lighter side of 
life along the campaign trail and in the 
governor's mansion. 
Her observations woven together tell 
the real-life tale of a shY UNLV alumna, 
who woke up one day to find herself 
sharing the biggest political spotlight in 
the state of Nevada with her husband, 
Gov. Bob Miller - and stepping into a 
job for which there is no training manual. 
Add to that one small but interesting 
twist: She was pregnant at 40 years old 
witl1 two adolescents already at horne 
when she assumed the role of Nevada's 
first lady. 
"So I would say that first year, it was 
kind of nice to hide behind my belly," she 
laughs. "There were so many things that 
were new and different. And you know, 
the reality of it was mat when I was in 
college, I never said, 'I want to grow up 
to be a first lady.' That wasn't my goal." 
Again, laughter follows. 
I t all started innocently enough, she muses. She grew up in Las Vegas in the 1950s, attending public schools. Her original career goal became clear 
to her in high school when her mother 
suggested she help teach 
disabled children. 
"It's because they're ironed," 
she reported pleasantly, hiding 
her dismay. But she knew deep in 
her heart that the next day she 
must speak to the mansion staff. 
Nevada's first lady Sandy Miller, top left, has always maintained a 
strong commitment to her family, which includes, from left, 
daughters Megan and Corrine, husband Bob, and son Ross. 
"My mom and dad had 
always been good volunteers . 
When I was in high school, my 
mom had volunteered to teach 
handicapped kids how to swim 
at me YMCA on Bonanza 
[Road]. So she said to me, 'In 
our family, you're really a more 
proficient swimmer than I am, 
so maybe this is something you 
should think about doing.' I 
said I'd do it, so I went down 
after school and worked \vith 
mostly handicapped kids from 
Helen J. Stewart School, but 
mere were some deaf kids also 
from Ruby Thomas Elementary 
School. It turned out that my 
"I told tl1em, 'Do not iron his 
pajamas again because he's going to think 
done that day." 
The story is naturally followed by 
plenty of laughter from me first lady, 
area of interest was with the deaf kids. I 
thought they were so charming, and tl1ey 
had such cute senses of humor. And I 
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realized that working with deaf 
children was something I wanted to 
do." 
After attending UNR for a year, 
she enrolled in the special education 
program at UNL V in 1968. Happy 
to return to her hometown campus, 
she enjoyed college life and the 
small classes at UNLV. 
signs and then delivering them 
in the car with Ross in his little 
infant car seat." 
But soon her husband was 
running for district attorney, and 
the size of his campaign grew. 
Suddenly, her role didn't involve 
the use of an iron or a hammer 
anymore. 
"At that time, all the depart-
ments were pretty small, so there 
was a lot of individualized 
instruction," she recalls. "In my 
department there were only three 
professors, and they helped me 
design a program. Their idea was 
that it would be a good strategy to 
get a strong background in general 
special education and educational 
principles, and then focus from 
there ." 
A quick sense of humor has been a lifesaver along the 
campaign trail and in the governor's mansion, Miller says. 
"It turned out that I wasn't 
a very good campaigner," she 
says matter-of-factly. "Bob 
wanted me to go to all of these 
banquets and formal functions, 
and I was really kind of shy, so it 
was very hard for me to walk 
into a room full of people I 
didn't know." 
And campaigning is a time-
consuming business, she notes. 
She was able to focus on deaf 
education by attending two other 
institutions - California State University, 
Los Angeles, on a government fellow-
ship, and later, the Lexington School for 
the Deaf in New York City on a summer 
internship. 
"We had just passed a rubella 
epidemic in the United States, and there 
were many children who had been left 
deaf and blind, so the federal government 
had a strong program to try to encourage 
young people to go into special educa-
tion," she says. 
"I wanted to teach in the oral 
philosophy, emphasizing speech and lip 
reading instead of sign language, and I 
knew that was the philosophy being used 
to teach deaf children here in Southern 
Nevada. And since I wanted to return to 
Las Vegas to teach, I was glad my 
professors found programs that enabled 
me to do so." 
She performed her student teaching 
at Ruby Thomas Elementary School, 
where she would take a teaching position 
after she graduated from UNLV in 1971. 
It was during that period of her life she 
met the future governor of the state of 
Nevada. 
"I met Bob on a blind date. He was a 
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deputy district attorney at the time. We 
met in April and got married in Novem-
ber. Now, that seems so fast . Doesn't that 
seem fast1 Of course, it didn't at the 
time. We both thought we were old and 
mature and had been around the block a 
few times . I was 24 and Bob was 28." 
Set on a new course by their mutual 
commitment to family, Sandy quit 
teaching soon afterward to stay at home 
with their first child, Ross . 
"I got married in 1974 ... I think. 
Let's see, I want to make Ross legiti-
mate," she jokes. "And, it takes nine 
months to cook a baby. So, yes, Bob and 
I got married in 1974." Gales oflaughter 
punctuate the recollection. 
Within the year, Bob was appointed justice of the . peace, then ran for the same office in the next election. 
"It was a low-profile race, although 
we didn't know it at the time," she says, 
recalling her enjoyment of those early 
campaign days when she could work 
behind the scenes. "The things that I did 
very well were ironing decals on T-shirts, 
working on floats, and building yard 
For instance, often there were 
two picnics to attend on a 
Saturday, and then a banquet tlut 
evening. At that point in their lives, their 
daughter Corrine had been born, so the 
pressures of juggling a campaign and a 
young family mounted. The support of 
her mom, dad, and sisters, all of whom 
helped out by babysitting the kids, was a 
lifesaver, she says. And she held fast to 
her sense of humor about life in politics. 
"I remember thinking that it was so 
goofy that sometimes people would 
evaluate you on whether or not your kids 
were clean at a picnic," she says chuck-
ling. "What are you going to say, 'No, 
Ross, you can't have a cherry popsicle 
because it will get all over the front of 
you, and then somebody won't vote 
for Daddy'1 Or, 'Have a lemon one 
instead- it's not so visible!' Some of 
these things are beyond belief." 
Soon, Bob was elected - and then 
re-elected four years later - as district 
attorney. 
"During that time, our children were 
growing, and we were living in our home 
in Las Vegas," she says, noting that she 
was more than happy to just support her 
husband and raise tl1eir nvo kids . "My 
role as the spouse of the D .A. was pretty 
limited, which was fine for me. I think 
my suggesting that I go to the 
office and have any kind of role 
tl1en wouldn't have been very 
logical anyway. In fact almost 
anyone there probably would 
have been very surprised to see 
me show up," she laughs, 
imagining a conversation with 
the D .A.'s staff. '"I'd like to 
help. I have no law degree, but 
I'd like to help.' So, I just 
attended banquets and other 
functions with him." 
But shyness was still a bit of 
an obstacle when Bob ran for 
lieutenant governor in 1986. 
"It was his first statewide 
race, and it was a real challenge 
for me. The funny part was tl1at 
Miller, seen here on the day she graduated from UNLV in 1971 , enjoyed the small classes and 
individualized instruction she received at the university. 
Bonnie Bryan [who was at tl1e 
time helping her husband, then-Gov. 
Richard Bryan, campaign for re-election] 
must have thought she had velcro on her 
side because everywhere she went, I was 
stuck to her. She knew a lot of people, 
and I didn't know anyone. Bob was very 
good about walking into a crowd and 
introducing himself, and he wouldn't 
have been successful at tllis job if he 
weren't. But tlut meant I was left by 
myself at times, and I was supposed to 
look independent. So I looked indepen-
dent standing right next to Bonnie 
Bryan. " 
Appearing in parades was also a part 
of the campaign trail, but, oddly enough, 
timidity was not an issue for her under 
those circumstances. But tl1ere were 
other small problems tl1at could crop up 
on the parade route, she notes. 
"One year we were riding in tl1e 
Nevada Day Parade in Carson City. At 
the time the kids must have been 10 and 
11 years old, and we were riding in a 
little horse-drawn buggy. Bob and I were 
in the front, and they were behind us. All 
of a sudden, the buggy starts to shake a 
little bit, and the kids are having a full-
blown fistfi.ght in the back. Then Bob 
turns around and yells - not in a polite 
tone- 'Knock it off!' I'm surprised he 
got elected," she says, laughing uproari-
ously, tl1en adding iliat, as parents, iliey 
should have known better. "You stick a 
broilier and sister togeilier at ages 10 and 
11 within a proximity of one foot of each 
otl1er, and they're going to hit each 
otl1er. You can count on it." 
T he next big step for ilie Miller family was when Bob won ilie office of lieutenant governor. For the six months he presided 
over ilie Nevada Senate, the Millers 
moved to Carson City, rented a house, 
and relocated the kids to new schools. 
"We did that because Bob needed to 
be in Carson City, and we recognized 
iliat in our fanllly, it would have been 
very difficult for us all not to be togetl1er. 
I tllink iliey remember it as a really 
wonderful time because everything was 
new. I mean they were from Las Vegas , 
so having a snowstorm was one of ilie 
most exciting things in the world. That 
was terrific. And we lived in a great 
neighborhood with a lot of children 
ilieir age. 
"For me, it was kind of like living in 
Beaver Cleaver's neighborhood. For 
instance, one Saturday morning ilie 
failier of one of Ross ' friends knocked on 
our door to see if Ross would like to go 
fislll.ng with him and his son. 'Yes, he 
would,' I said wiiliout even asking him. It 
was kind of unbelievable to me. It was a 
wonderful time, and we really built a lot 
of family memories." 
After the legislative session ended, 
they came home to Las Vegas; tl1e post 
oflieutenant governor is only part-time, 
so Bob also practiced law in a private 
firm. Life returned to normal- iliat is , 
until then-Gov. Richard Bryan won a 
U .S. Senate seat, making Bob acting 
governor. 
Once again tl1e fanllly pulled up 
stakes and headed north. Bob planned to 
run for governor in tl1e next election, so 
things were a bit up in the air. But it was 
an exciting time, according to tl1e first-
lady- to-be. There were many new and 
different developments in store for the 
fanllly. However, none was quite so 
unexpected as ilie one iliat presented 
itself on the day of anoilier parade, just 
days before Bob's first gubernatorial 
election. 
"I remember it was the morning of 
ilie Nevada Day Parade. My sister was in 
town, and we went and bought one of 
tl1ose home pregnancy tests. And, son of 
a gun, it said I was going to have a baby. 
And tlut was the year I went through ilie 
cotinued on page 25 
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UNLV English professor and noted poet Claudia 
Keelan found her niche when she discovered her 
talent for writing poetry. Now, she wonders how her 
newfound happiness will affect her work. 
BY DIANE RUSSELL 
S HECOULDSCATALA Ella Fitzgerald. Solos on her clarinet were a breeze, whether she 
was playing with a jazz band or in her 
university's woodwind ensemble. 
But music wasn't quite it for Claudia 
Keelan. Though many people consider 
music the ultimate form of self-expres-
sion, somehow she needed more. 
Then, as she was entering her third 
year of college at California's Humboldt 
State University without a declared 
major, Keelan took a poetry class from 
poet Jorie Graham. Her life hasn't been 
the same since. 
What became an almost instant, 
overwhelming passion during that class 
with Graham turned into a lifelong 
passion and profession for Keelan, who is 
now an award-winning poet and assistant 
professor of English at UNLV. Her 
second book, The Secularist, has been 
nominated for the Los Angeles Times 
Book Award. 
Keelan says that class with Graham, 
who went on to win the 1996 Pulitzer 
Prize for poetry, was a revelation. 
"She was the first teacher I had who 
spoke with authority about the human 
condition. Her approach to it seemed so 
genuine and seemed so absolutely true 
that I never turned back," Keelan says. 
"She was certainly my first influence, 
my mentor. She stood - to me as a 
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young woman -as an example of 
everything that I admired most. She was 
honest. She was beautiful. She cared 
about people. She thought that we could 
change the world through writing. It was 
largely through her presence and her 
knowledge that I found my voice in the 
beginning." 
Life changed nearly overnight for 
Keelan. The junior with lackluster grades 
in all classes except those in music and 
English declared a major in the latter 
subject; in one semester she became a 
straight-A student. 
"I started to live like a \vriter," she 
recalls. "I started to realize that I was 
writing to live. I went everywhere with a 
notebook. I still do. I carried poems in 
my pocket. I still do. I thought the world 
seemed immensely exciting in a way that 
it hadn't before, because it was so 
possible that at any moment there could 
be a revelation about air or light or 
people that would change the way I felt . 
I came alive, actually became engaged 
with where I was, who I was, and with 
my language. 
"Coming alive in that way let me take 
my enthusiasm and attach it to work. 
Because to be really great at anything, 
you have to work really hard, no matter 
how enthusiastic and full of talent you 
are," she says. "I mean, I was a great scat 
singer, but I didn't practice for hours. I 
didn't like it. It seemed too silly to go 
around just going 'boo-dop-boo-bop 
boo-dop-boo' for the rest of my life. It 
wasn't my spirit. My nature was more 
serious." 
So she poured her spirit into her 
poetry. In 1982 she saw her first work in 
print. "Highway 299," which dealt with 
the transience and loneliness of life, 
appeared in Humboldt's then-new 
literary magazine. Getting it published 
wasn't much of a trick; Keelan was the 
poetry editor. 
Though she was pleased to see the 
poem published, Keelan found it a bit 
embarrassing - a feeling that stays with 
her even today. 
"I thought when I got a book 
published, it was going to be so impor-
tant. Every time I walked into bookstores 
I'd look after Keats, where Keelan should 
be, and I thought that having a book 
published would mean everything. " 
But as glad as she is to have two 
published books of poems, first Refinery 
and now The Secularist, Keelan has 
discovered that it's the writing of the 
poetry that's essential for her rather than 
seeing the published book on the shelf. 
"I love my books. But once you write 
one and put it out there, it's there, and 
there you are. There's a little bit of 
shyness I always feel when I publish 
something. I think, 'Well, now they're 
really going to know."' 
What " they" will know if they read 
Refinery, which won the Cleveland State 
University Poetry Prize in 1993, is that 
Keelan spent some time exploring the 
connection between myths and our 
everyday lives. She wondered, for 
instance, how Icarus' disastrous quest to 
reach his goal was like the attempts we all 
make to achieve our aspirations. 
Refinery was written largely on the 
subways of Boston as Keelan - fresh 
from earning her master of fine arts 
degree from the esteemed University of 
Iowa Writers' Workshop - tried to piece 
together a livelihood from teaching 
poetry and waitressing at various 
restaurants. In a town where cab drivers 
with Ph.D.s are commonplace and where 
her students from Boston College came 
and ordered sushi from her, Keelan says 
she first learned about class divisions, 
which she hadn't encountered much 
growing up in the San Francisco Bay Area. 
Her experiences of being poor in 
Boston and working with poor- and 
poorly treated - immigrants in the 
restaurants, generated some internal 
anger. And, although she was soon able 
to move away from the area, her indigna-
tion stayed with her. 
Keelan, who had turned to teaching 
both because of her desire to work with 
other young writers and out of the more 
practical need to earn a living, landed her 
first full-time teaching job at Murray 
State University and moved to Kentucky 
in 1989. Once there, she had time to 
reflect on her experiences in Boston, to 
witness inequities of a different kind, and 
to explore the anger she was feeling. 
She began working on a new book, at 
first planning to call it To My Teacher; she 
intended to use it as a forum to tell her 
teachers how wrong they had been. 
However, she decided against that tack. 
"The heart of the matter was that I 
had moved from being a poet who wrote 
about myth to a poet who wrote about 
social conditions - the secular. 
"The Secula1'ist takes up the problems 
of our culture. The poverty and the race 
hatred I witnessed in Kentucky are very 
much a part of that book. So are the 
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immigrant problems and the impoverish-
ment of people in Boston, as well as some 
issues related to religion and the ways in 
which religion sometimes seems to serve, 
PAST TRAVEL 
Past Locust Grove 
Baptist Church, one mile, 
the hay sprung and coiled 
in a yellow field; 
past the church itself, 
the holy sitting stunned 
as evening falls inside, 
coins filling the straw 
basket; beyond the grave 
-yard, plastic roses 
smelling sweet; over 
the ridges and rough shoulders; 
past a man burning 
refuse on the boundary 
of his lands, his boy walking 
slowly toward him 
in the sweet, gray smoke; 
the burning refuse 
the burning man 
the burning boy 
their shimmer 
receding ever so slowly in my rear 
-view mirror; rising past 
travel, past the idea of travel; 
into the air of some other 
enormous and confined 
changing colored thing; 
past the four-way stop and through 
realize you've gone 
the wrong way 
-from The Secularist by Claudia 
Keelan, published 1997, The 
University of Georgia Press 
as Marx said, as an opiate for people's 
suffering." 
Also influencing the poems in the 
book was Keelan's own religious quest. 
She says that when she began writing the 
poems that appear in The Secularist, she 
was trying hard not to believe in religion 
and in God as an answer to the human 
condition. But by the end of the book, 
she had decided it was a dead end not to 
believe in God. 
Keelan said that at first it seemed to 
her that society had invested its faith in 
an absent God rather than believing in 
the God represented by Christ and trying 
to make a caring community here on 
Earth. 
"And so, while at first the book 
begins angrily, thinking that there's 
somebody to blame, it realizes that it's 
me and us who are to blame. The 
resolution centers on the idea that what 
we need is to be kinder to each other, to 
create conditions and systems that are 
better to people." 
Social issues are also usually the topic 
of Keelan's secondary form of written 
expression - the essay. She recently won 
an award for tl1e best essay published in 
the Denver Q}'ta1'terly in 1997. 
"It's an essay on civil rights. It begins 
with a personal memory of marching in a 
civil rights parade when I was a little girl 
witl1 my family and being knocked down 
by water from a fire hydrant," Keelan 
says. "It's about a civil rights parade. It's 
about anger. It's about class guilt- the 
kind of guilt that I have at being able to 
in some way be a witness to civil rights 
violations without having my neighbor-
hood being on fire . While I was knocked 
down during the parade, that doesn' t 
begin to compare with tl1e hardships of 
tl1e American black in tl1e 1960s." 
Keelan says that other than writing 
poetry, working \vith young, talented 
writers is the only job that interests her. 
She applied to several universities and 
colleges in the western United States in 
order to be near her husband, poet 
Donald Revell , who teaches at the 
University of Utah. 
Although she was offered jobs 
everywhere she applied, she says UNLV 
stood out both because of tl1e people in 
the English department and because of 
its new master of fine arts degree in 
creative writing. "I wanted to be part of 
the MFA program, and I loved the fact 
that it was just beginning and that we 
could create and define it." 
Particularly attractive to her is the 
program's international component, 
which will require students to spend a 
semester in a non-English speaking 
country and to do some translation work. 
Great writing, she maintains, comes 
out of internationalism. Esteemed writers 
such as Ireland's James Joyce will always 
be connected to the place from which 
they came, but at the same time they 
broadened their scope by leaving their 
homelands to find themselves in another 
place, she says. 
Of the international element of 
UNLV's program, Keelan says, "I think it 
will draw socially conscious students, 
students who aren' t just interested in 
turning out a best seller - people who 
want to change the world." 
Keelan's job also involves teaching 
poetry appreciation to undergraduate 
students, many of whom are more than a 
little daunted by the subject matter. 
"I can teach anybody how to read a 
poem," she says. Keelan's advice to 
anyone tackling poetry for the first time 
is : "The meaning is in the words, and you 
can read the words. I really stress just 
close reading, one word after the other. 
"My students always say, 'Is there a 
deeper meaning1' And I always say 'No. 
The meaning is on the surface; the 
meaning is right there in what it says ."' 
Another tip she gives her students is that 
the more they read of any one poet's 
work, the clearer that poet's work will 
become to them. 
Keelan says she's always baffled when 
people ask her, "How do you write 
poetry1" 
"It seems to me that the question is, 
'How do you learn not to1' It seems to 
me that we were born with the ability to 
speak and feel in that way and somewhere 
along the line it's taken away from us. 
And our words, with the red pen and the 
teacher, become somebody else's. I guess 
as a professor, as a teacher of writing, I'm 
constantly trying to give people a 
connection back to their 
original language." 
As for actually beginning 
to write poetry, Keelan's 
advice - both to herself and 
others - is simple. "Writing 
is something you can do. You 
just start." 
Keelan reads to 
her 3-year-old 
son, Benjamin. 
Keelan says her writing 
habits have remained 
virtually the same over the 
years. 
"I write 
whenever I think 
of it. I generally 
produce a couple 
of poems a month . 
I write a lot in 
notebooks. I mean 
my whole first book was written on the 
Boston subways. I'd write in my note-
book. I'd run into whatever college I was 
teaching in - Northeastern or Boston 
College -and type it up on the com-
puter." 
T oday she no longer writes while on the subway, but she does write whenever an idea strikes her. 
"I have a notebook on the table. It's 
usually the same kind. It's a salt-and-
pepper composition notebook. And it 
looks at me, and I know that I have to 
write. And I do. 
"This is unusual, I know, but I never 
revise . If! write a poem and it's not 
there, I don't go back and try to refine 
the experience because that wouldn't be 
true to time. You can't go backwards." 
Keelan suggests that America would 
be better if its people would realize that 
they can't continually go back and revisit 
the past. "You just try to go on with the 
knowledge of what you were. 
"All of my poetry is about now. The 
past is obviously in it, because it's in me. 
But, as a subject, the past isn't in it. I 
don't write from a retrospective position 
at all. I write from a prospective one." 
Keelan says if she writes a poem and 
it doesn't work, she doesn't worry too 
much about it. "The next poem will get 
there," she says. "Every single poem in 
every single one of my books is a fust 
draft, and they're usually right immedi-
ately." 
Keelan says she doesn't think her 
poetry can be classified as belonging to 
any particular "school." 
"My poetry is language-driven," she 
says. "I'm not going to write in a 
proscribed form. I'm going to summon 
the words . I'm going to try to find the 
words I need to say at a given time. 
Obviously, because circumstances 
change, because I change, they're going 
to be different words . 
"I write what I need to and I write, 
in a way, to save my life. I write to see 
what's necessary in a given moment, and 
I ask that tl1e words come from tl1at 
feeling and define what's absolutely 
necessary. To use a metaphor: If you 
knew you only had a day to live, where 
would you choose to live it, with whom, 
and with what1" she asks . "I've always 
thought of my poems as little constructs 
like that - little lifeboats that hold me 
up, and the lifeboat changes depending 
upon my preoccupations." 
Writing poetry, she says, "is some-
thing people do because they are 
committed to it, because they believe in 
it, and because they know it's necessary 
continued on page 28 
S PRI NG 199 8 + 13 
n 
One day, UNLV 
sociologist Fred Preston 
began wondering what 
makes rodeo cowboys 
tick. The next thing he 
knew, he was wrestling a 
700-pound steer to the 
ground. Now, with more 
than 60 steers' worth 
of experience and 
hundreds of interviews 
with cowboys under his 
belt buckle, he offers 
some insights into one 
of the toughest sports 
around. 
BY CHRIS JOHNSON 
• • n 
) 
) T HEY WbRESLOWLY moving down the steps of the Thomas & Mack Center one cool December morning 
during the 1994 National Finals Rodeo 
when UNLV sociology professor Fred 
Preston first noticed them. 
Several dozen older cowboys, all 
rugged-looking men, were limping as 
they left the arena; one was dragging his 
leg. They were just shooting the breeze 
as they hobbled along. They took one 
step at a time. 
Preston couldn't help but wonder 
what injuries had wreaked such havoc on 
their bodies. Sure, he'd seen enough 
rodeos to know cowboys get thrown 
from their horses. But don't they usually 
just get up and walk away? How bad 
could it be? And if it is that bad - as 
their limps would indicate - why would 
rodeo competitors be willing to partici-
pate in a sport that was sure to leave 
them with permanent disabilities? 
Preston knew there was more to the 
story. As a veteran sociologist who had 
previously studied the nature of sports in 
society, he sensed a research opportunity 
and began toying with the notion of a 
study on the toughness of athletes. 
That winter one of his students, Zane 
Davis, a member ofUNLV's rodeo team, 
approached Preston about doing some 
independent study research on rodeo. 
His father, Shawn Davis, was the pro-
ducer for the NFR; Preston knew that 
Shawn's position would help provide him 
and his student with greater access to a 
large number of professional rodeo 
cowboys. And with the NFR slated to be 
held on campus for several years to come, 
he realized he had a veritable corral of 
subjects in his own backyard. 
Soon, Preston and Da"is were joined 
by UNLV sociology professor Jim Frey 
and graduate student Bo Bernhard on the 
project; the research team next designed 
a questionnaire that they planned to use 
to 
Saddle bronc riding, bull riding, 
and bareback riding are 
considered the roughest 
events in the sport of 
rodeo. 
interview 






interview their subjects during the next 
National Finals Rodeo, and their research 
began taking form. 
Preston, who had always been 
interested in male gender issues, quickly 
became fascinated with the rodeo 
subculture and how it supports certain 
values regarding men and toughness. 
"This subject deals with the cul tural 
expectation that men have to be 
physically tough and deal with pain. It 
struck me when I watched these cowboys 
walk around that these guys must 
compete in one tough sport. And that 
thought was followed by these questions: 
'What motivates them to do it, and how 
are their actions supported by the 
subculture?"' 
He also hoped he could begin to 
address the issue of which sport produces 
the toughest athletes. His plan was to 
compare the findings of his study on 
rodeo cowboys with those on athletes 
participating in other sports. Addition-
ally, he hoped to find out more about 
female rodeo athletes and the issues they 
face in the subculture - though he 
acknowledges that his study focuses 
n 
primarily on cowboys 
rather than cowgirls. 
As Preston began 
delving into his research, he 
became more intrigued by the 
rodeo subculture. Soon he was serving as 
an academic adviser to the UNL V rodeo 
team. And it wasn't long afterward that 
one ofthe UNLVteam members 
convinced him to try steer wrestling. 
Preston, who had played college 
football, already knew a little about the 
dangers of high-risk sports . But he felt 
his understanding of the sport of rodeo 
would be enhanced by his participation. 
So, he decided to give it a try. 
"It sounded like fun to me," Preston 
says. "ClayNanini [the UNLV cowboy] 
told me if I liked football, I would like 
steer \vrestling. What a thrill it was. What 
a big thrill. The first day I got a big gash 
on my hand from the steer's horns, and I 
came back to the office showing it off to 
everybody." 
Although he hasn't yet competed in a 
rodeo, Preston estimates he has "thrown 
some steer" about 60 times. 
"I have always liked to compete, and 
I have always appreciated people's 
toughness," Preston says. "I like to push 
limits to the extent that I can. It's a way 
of checking my pulse to make sure that 
I'm alive ." 
His desire to test his limits led him to 
try calf roping as well . 
According to Preston, calfing roping 
is considered by many to be the most 
athletic event, and one that he is deter-
mined to perfect this year. 
"It is not the most difficult event, nor 
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is it the roughest one," 
Preston says. "But it does 
require a cowboy to be able 
to throw a rope and to be 
quick, agile, and strong in 
corning off the horse and 
wrapping up the calf. I 
haven't put it all together yet, 
but I am getting good at 
riding and throwing the loop. 
I just need to work on 
wrapping up the calf without 
slicing my finger open. 
Accomplishing this is of 
necessity to me." 
the same context as, say, 
football or basketball." 
All of his subjects 
answered questions aimed at 
identifying how they view 
themselves, what their core 
values are, and what their 
thoughts are about compet-
ing while injured. They also 
answered questions about 
their fears of further compli-
cating their injuries by 
continuing to participate in 
the sport, their financial and 
family backgrounds, and how 
they got started in rodeo . 
Preston's physical involvement in the sport has helped him better appreciate 
what rodeo competitors 
endure and what motivates 
them; it has also helped him 
Preston, seen here practicing steer wrestling, has now taken up calf 
roping as well. 
When it comes to their 
conceptions of self, Preston 
was not surprised by some of 
the findings of his study. 
"These are guys who view 
themselves as highly competi-
tive, absolutely passionate for 
the sport, and hooked on 
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decide what issues were 
important to explore in his study. 
"When we started the research, we 
developed three fundamental questions 
that we needed to have answered," 
Preston says. "First, what conceptions of 
self are held by rodeo athletes that 
motivate them to compete in such a 
high-risk sport? Second, what are the 
values of the rodeo subculture, and how 
are they related to traditional values of 
the American ethos and the American 
West? And third, what impact has 
increased commercialization of rodeo had 
on the subculture and its values?" 
The first indication of what kind of 
people rodeo participants are came when 
Preston and his assistant first approached 
them to answer his interview questions. 
"Most of the cowboys are very nice, 
approachable guys," he says. "Zane 
[Davis] is well known in the rodeo 
subculture, as is his dad, who was a three-
time world champion saddle bronc rider 
and is now the rodeo coach at the 
College of Southern Idaho. So they 
helped us make contacts within each of 
the events." 
Once Preston had the contacts, he 
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found it rather easy to get the research 
information he needed. 
"Without exception, all of the 
cowboys, both old and new, seemed 
pleased that we were studying their sport. 
They seemed pleased to talk about it in 
adrenaline," he says. "And they have a 
disregard for the body." 
Given that they possess such charac-
teristics, Preston had speculated that they 
would also exhibit a macho attitude. 
However, that couldn't be further from 
The UNL V rodeo team is currently ranked number one in the nation after 
winning the fall regional championship, according to UNL V sociology professor 
Fred Preston, who serves as the team's academic adviser. 
Since its start in 1993 with only three members, the team has consistently 
ianked l:iest in the nation, Preston says, adding that it has captured the Grand 
Canyorl Region title every year it has existed. 
The team has grown to include 26 members - 15 cowboys and 11 cow-
girls,..,.,..who come to UNL V from Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Texas, Nebraska, 
and li1f0ughout the state of NeVada. Several are honor students. 
Two fooner professional rodeo competitors coach the team- steer wrestler 
R~ Griffith and former NFR bareback rider Danny Brady. 
The .team's home facility is the arena at the Rocking K Ranch, where the 
:Grand Canyon Regional Championship is held each year. 
For--more information about the UNLV rodeo team, call Preston at 
-tfl5-D26$l. 
the truth, he says. 
"They are traditional-value guys who 
are willing to acknowledge that they have 
characteristics that are considered more 
feminine, such as sensitivity," Preston 
says. "While many football players 
wouldn't describe themselves as sensitive, 
many of the cowboys said that they are." 
His findings on the values of the 
rodeo subculture confirmed much of 
what Preston had previously believed: 
that they are consistent with certain 
values associated with the American West. 
Preston has found rodeo competitors 
to be people of integrity who possess a 
strong work ethic and believe in persever-
ance. They also possess a strong sense of 
community that may arise, at least in part, 
from family ties in the sport, he says. 
He discovered that most rodeo 
athletes come from a family of rodeo 
participants. Whether it's a father, 
mother, brother, sister, aunt, or uncle, a 
rodeo cowboy usually has some other 
family connection to the sport. By 
contrast, Preston notes, athletes partici-
pating in sports such as football , basket-
ball, and baseball are more often the first 
in their families to play at the collegiate 
or professional level. 
People from the rodeo subculture are 
also quite willing to help each other, 
Preston says, despite the fact that they are 
competing for their livelihoods . They 
often offer each other tips on the livestock 
and riding conditions and help in other 
ways, such as preparing equipment or 
opening gates at the start of a ride 
Preston believes that the value of 
willingness to help comes not only from 
their cultural background, but also ftom 
their view that the competition is 
between man and beast, not man and 
fellow competitor. 
"The values and traditions that are 
associated with the West are present in 
the sport because the overwhelming 
majority of these guys come from rural 
western backgrow1ds," he says. "They've 
grown up in small rural towns. They've 
grown up ranching. There are very few 
who don't come from ranching 
backgrounds." 
And it is from 
ranching, Preston 
believes, that one 
of the central 
values of the 
subculture springs: 
toughness. 
It is perhaps 
the foremost 
defining character-
istic and the most 
revered value of 
the rodeo subcul-
ture, Preston says. 
It is often mea-
sured in terms of 
the broken limbs 
- and sometimes 
in the broken 
Preston pulls off the shelf one of several sociology textbooks he 
has coauthored. He plans to write a book about his rodeo 
research as well. 
necks - of rodeo 
athletes. 
Through his research, Preston has 
heard some remarkable anecdotes 
illustrating the subculture's value of this 
trait - and its commitment to immortal-
izing the riders who possess it. 
One of Preston's favorite stories 
involves UNLV rodeo coach Danny 
Brady who was one of the top bareback 
riders in the world during the 1980s. 
Brady was a veteran of the NFR and 
leading all competitors in the event as he 
headed into a rodeo in Mesquite several 
weeks before the NFR. 
At the rodeo, Brady's hand got hung 
up in the grip as he was trying to 
dismount. He was twisted around in the 
air while trying to free himself and 
suffered a severe spiral fracture of his 
wrist. 
When Preston heard about the injury 
from another cowboy, he asked Brady 
about it. 
"I told Danny that I had heard about 
his wreck up in Mesquite," Preston says. 
"He responded, 'You know, the bad part 
about that was that it was only a couple 
of weeks before the National Finals, and I 
was leading the world at that point.' 
"Feeling sorry for him and not sure 
how to respond, I told him that it was 
too bad. Then he says, 'But, of course, I 
rode at the NFR.' 
"With my mouth gaping, I said, 'You 
did what?' He says, 'Yeah, but I didn't 
win . I won a couple go-arounds, and it 
was pretty painful. I couldn't hold on 
very well .' 
"I was amazed. Here is a guy with a 
spiral fracture of his grip arm all taped up, 
and he's riding alllO events. No one in 
his right mind would think of that as a 
possibility. I was just sitting there in 
disbelief when he adds nonchalantly, 'Oh, 
yeah, but, you know, with the wreck, I 
couldn't get the title."' 
Anotl1er incident that reveals the 
subculture's view of toughness involves a 
cowboy who got hung up in the chute 
and suffered a compound fracture of his 
ankle . He went on to complete his ride 
vvith a bone jutting out of his skin; he 
dismounted and was walking out of the 
ring, dragging his leg, when he said, 
"Well, boys, I think I've messed up my 
leg!" 
According to Preston, whenever the 
story is recounted, all the cowboys roar 
with laughter. 
"I'm still amazed that no one brought 
up the point that he could've done 
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additional damage to himself just by 
walking on a leg with a bone sticking out 
of it . But, no, they don't think of that . 
They just think it's a great story. These 
are very tough guys." 
Athletes from several other sports, 
particularly football, have a reputation 
for playing while injured, but, Preston 
notes, they do it less frequently and their 
injuries are usually much less severe. 
"In football you see guys playing 
with broken fingers and sprained ankles. 
In rodeo you'll see a guy who just had 
his face bashed in out riding a bull again 
immediately afterward," Preston says. 
A nother indication of how toughness is measured in the sport of rodeo is the way the subculture values some events 
over others. 
The professional rodeo women's 
event of barrel racing, which is included 
in the NFR, is considered tl1e least 
serious in ilie sport, as are the amateur 
women's events of breakaway roping and 
goat tying. But tl1ere are class distinc-
tions in the men's events as well, Preston 
says. The cowboys regard the men's 
rough stock events - bull riding, saddle 
bronc riding, and bareback riding- with 
greater esteem than the timed events of 
calf roping and team roping. 
"Team ropers are often older 
cowboys who are nearing retirement," 
Preston says. "They are seen as not 
competing in 'real' rodeo. They're 
viewed as skilled competitors, but the 
subculture doesn't seem to take them 
very seriously." 
At the otl1er end of the scale are the 
bullriders, according to Preston. They are 
viewed as the toughest of the tough; their 
sport has grown so much in popularity 
that two bull-riding-only circuits have 
developed recently. 
"The bullriders are, of course, at the 
top of the food chain," Preston says, 
"and tills translates into money. But most 
of the other guys, including non-bull-
riding, rough stock guys, look at 
bullriders as, basically, crazy." 
But the word "crazy" appears to be a 
relative term in tills sport, and money is 
money, after all, Preston points out. And 
in a thrill sport like rodeo, he adds, 
willingness to take crazy risks is what 
makes the cash flow. The more dangerous 
Preston interviews former professional rodeo cowboy Danny Brady, right, during the NFR in 
December. Brady is now one of the coaches of the UNLV rodeo team. 
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tl1e event, the more earning potential 
iliere is. 
Preston notes that earning potential 
is also closely linked to tl1e cowboys 
competing while injured. Unlike athletes 
in other sports, cowboys earn tl1eir 
purses strictly based on ilieir perfor-
mance, according to Preston. There is 
no guaranteed money in rodeo. 
"It helps answer the question as to 
why they compete while injured. It's 
simple: If tl1e cowboy doesn't compete, 
then he doesn' t get paid." 
But as the sport continues to 
become more popular, the likelihood of 
commercial sponsorships increases, 
Preston says . And wiili sponsorships 
might come guaranteed money. 
"And that will probably translate 
into the cowboys taking fewer risks," 
Preston says, adding that he will 
continue to carefully observe the 
variable of commercialization to evaluate 
its impact on the sport. "It could have a 
major effect on the sport and its sub-
culture." 
There are other changes Preston is 
witnessing as he continues his study. For 
one, the women in professional rodeo 
are starting to become more assertive 
about several issues - primarily how 
much they're paid and how they're 
treated. In the past, Preston says, tl1ey 
have been relegated to almost visitor 
status. 
"It's been sort of like, 'We're letting 
you participate, so just be quiet about it 
all,"' Preston says, pointing to one 
concrete example - offered to him by 
one of the professional barrel racers he 
interviewed - of an inequity in the 'Nay 
the women are treated. 
"For the NFR men's events, when 
the ground gets beat up in a certain 
area, as it does in bull riding, for 
instance, it's raked. But during the 
women's barrel racing event, where 15 
horses are all cutting into tl1e dirt in 
about the same place and tl1e riding 
surface is getting pretty beat up, the 
ground doesn' t get raked. So, the 
continued on page 28 
UNLV)s Transpor tation Research Center 
studies the many traffic problems posed by the 
tremendous g rowth of Southern Nevada, often 
recommending practical solutions that will 
make area roadways safer and less congested. 
BY BARBARA CLOUD 
YOU'VE BEEN SIITING IN A line of cars ilirough iliree changes of traffic signals, and you can finally see the intersection. 
You're late, you're armoyed, and you're 
wishing you had taken advantage of that 
yellow light instead of hesitating. Now, 
you're itching to be off like a rocket 
when that light changes. 
You also know that in your current 
state of mind, you're a prime candidate 
for some kind of automobile mishap. 
But with a little care- and some 
help from UNLV's Transportation 
Research Center - you might just make 
it ilirough the day wiiliout being 
involved in one. 
The UNL V Transportation Research 
Center (TRC) is working to find ways to 
improve ilie quality of life on Souiliern 
Nevada's roadways . It is the base for 
several multifaceted research projects 
aimed at exploring the traffic problems of 
the valley and recommending practical 
solutions to them. 
The Transportation Research Center 
was originally funded in the late 1980s 
\vith a grant from ilie Nuclear Weapons 
Project Office in Carson City to conduct 
studies on transportation issues related to 
the proposed nuclear waste repository at 
Yucca Mountain. 
It has since been given a broader 
mission, and in the last five years tl1e 
center has received more than $325,000 
from the evada Office of Traffic Safety 
to assist in meeting the many traffic 
challenges posed by ilie valley's tremen-
dous growth. 
The center now uses state-of-the-art 
technology to research various factors in 
tl1e traffic picture and has developed 
community outreach programs to en-
hance communication among interested 
agencies. 
"We've looked at the real, immediate 
problems in the valley's traffic situation 
and have contributed ideas and possible 
solutions to those problems," says 
Edward eumann, TRC director and 
chair ofUNLV's departn1ent of civil and 
environmental engineering. 
An example of the types of research 
the center conducts is its investigation 
into ways of making ilie safety markings 
on pavement, such as lane dividers, last 
longer; TRC researchers are examining 
different materials to determine which 
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combinations of paint and pavement hold 
up better. Also, Neumann himself is 
studying automated people movers, 
which he believes could alleviate traffic 
problems under some conditions. 
But one of the center's top priorities 
is improving safety on the roads, 
Neumann says, adding that the starting 
point for developing effective safety 
programs is knowing where crashes 
occur. 
So, UNL V researchers are now 
employing a new computer-based tool 
known as the Geographic Information 
System (GIS ) to analyze crashes in 
connection v\~th their locations. 
In the old days, pins representing dif-
ferent kinds of crashes would have been 
stuck on a wall map and counted. But 
today's GIS-generated maps and charts 
can provide much more information 
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much more graphically- and much 
more quickly. 
The TRC's analysis also paints a 
count)TI\~de picture of traffic safet)' not 
available from any other agency. 
"The fact that we now have data 
georeferenced means we can very quickly 
do analyses comparing different character-
istics of the crashes," says Neumann. 
"This gives planners information not 
previously available on which to base 
traffic engineering decisions." 
UNLV's use of the Geographical 
Information System in this way makes it a 
pioneer in the fie ld. 
"These traffic depictions are using 
new technology and new software, and 
we're among the first to put it all 
together," explains Justin Rasas, transpor-
tation systems analyst and the TRC's 
acknowledged computer guru. 
In analyzing crash data, center 
researchers consider various t)'pes of 
information, such as intersection design, 
traffic conditions, and driver behavior. 
The results are used by local agencies to 
make streets safer. 
For example, the center recently 
began receiving reports of increased 
numbers of accidents, both vehicular and 
pedestrian, in the immediate vicinity of 
Citizen's Area Transit buses. And as bus 
ridership has climbed, so have the number 
of crashes. The center wants to know 
why. 
Two theories have emerged. The first 
is that tl1e crashes are occurring because 
drivers who get caught behind stopped 
buses are taking more chances in order to 
switch lanes to avoid slowing down or 
stopping. The second is that the pedes-
trian accidents are occurring because 
passengers, going to and from the buses, 
are taking more risks by crossing in front 
of stopped buses. 
The TRC researchers hope to discover 
what is actually happening at the bus 
stops through analysis of crash data. 
Then, witl1 data in hand, they also plan to 
conduct field observations of the bus stop 
sites involved and recommend possible 
solutions, such as creating more turn-out 
lanes to get buses out of the main flow of 
traffic. 
This kind of analysis from the TRC is 
used not only by numerous agencies in 
the area, but also by the Safe Communi-
ties Partnership, an arm of tl1e TRC. 
According to partnership director 
Erin Breen, in 1995 the Nevada Office of 
Traffic Safety asked the TRC to set up a 
coalition oflocal agencies that are 
involved in traffic safety in an effort to 
enhance communication and cooperation 
among them. 
The result is the Safe Communities 
Partnership, founded in 1996; those 
involved include representatives from 
local law enforcement, city and county 
government, the fire department, tl1e 
count)' hospital trauma center, and the 
emergency medicine field. 
"We are concerned \\~th the four E's 
of traffic safety - enforcement, engineer-
ing, education, and emergency medi-
cine," Breen notes, adding that the 
coalition tries to find ways to take 
information provided by the TRC and 
turn it into concrete projects that will 
improve safety. 
The partnership draws on the 
statistics analyzed by the TRC to decide 
where to direct its attention for best 
results; it also pro~des support for TRC 
projects in tl1e form of volunteers. 
For exan1ple, the TRC and tl1e 
partnership recently completed a child-
safety seat survey in Clark Count)'. Rasas 
and Breen organized the survey and 
analyzed the results, while partnership 
volunteers set up sites around the valley 
at which they observed safety seat use. 
They observed 1,266 children in vehicles 
and found 47 percent in compliance with 
child-safet)' seat use laws. 
The study also showed that parents 
were more careful "~th infants than 
toddlers and that drivers in SUlllillerlin 
are particularly aware of the safety value 
of tl1e seats; 80 percent of the children 
observed in that part of the valley were 
properly restrained. Elsewhere, compli-
ance was sometimes as low as 12 percent. 
Information like this enables the 
/ 
. ' 
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The partnership has 
pioneered a community 
program to reach youthful 
drivers that could become a 
model for other communities. 
The adolescent driver project 
targets 16- to 20-year-olds who 
end up before a judge because 
they've caused crashes or have 
been charged with reckless 
driving or driving under the 
influence. 
Transportation Research Center Director Edward Neumann, left, and Safe Communities Partnership 
Director Erin Breen look over one of the center's many maps; this one helps parents identify the safest 
routes their children can take to school. 
These drivers will be 
sentenced to a special program, 
run by Clark County Family 
Court Services, that meets tl1ree 
nights a week for si.x weeks and 
involves the youths in activities 
such as visiting the University 
Medical Center's Trauma 
Center, listening to victims of 
.. ... . ... .. ... . .. .... .. .. ... ..... .. .... ... .... ... .... ... .. .. ...... .... . .. ... .... .. 
partnership to identifY areas it should 
target with its educational safety cam-
paigns, Breen says. 
Pedestrian safety is another area the 
partnership is particularly active in 
promoting, says Breen, who has a special 
sympathy for people on foot . 
"One of the worst problems Clark 
Count)' has is our pedestrian fatality rate. 
There are a lot of people whose primary 
source of transportation is their feet, but 
tl1e policy-makers drive cars," she says. 
She adds that fevv people realize that 
40 pedestrians were killed on Clark 
County's streets in 1996; that number is 
just one fewer than the number of 
fatalities resulting from drunken driving. 
The TRC is continuing to identifY 
trouble spots where there may be a need 
to modify or relocate dangerous cross-
walks, and the partnership will work with 
the appropriate agencies to make 
changes. 
Children walking to school have been 
a particular focus for the partnership as 
well. Maps of possible routes to school 
have helped parents identif)r the safest 
routes for their children. The coalition 
also takes its mascot, SALLY (an acronym 
for the program Save A Life Like Yours), 
to schools where she distributes coloring 
books and other safet)' information to 
children. 
Breen says most people tllink 
pedestrian safety is a tourist problem. 
"The reality is that it is a resident 
problem - and very much an older 
population problem," she says. "As we 
become more and more of a retirement 
spot, we can expect the problem to 
grow." 
The growth in the elderly resident 
population in the area has led tl1e TRC to 
study elderly drivers as well. 
One of eumann's graduate students 
is looking at the ratio of elderly drivers 
who have been responsible for crashes 
compared to the elderly drivers who are 
victims of crashes. 
"If a large number of elderly drivers 
are ha\IDg crashes at particular locations, 
maybe that means there is something in 
tl1e design of the location tlut is confus-
ing to the elderly driver, Neumann says. 
"If we can identifY what that is, then 
maybe we can make the intersection safer 
for the elderly, which makes it safer all 
arow1d." 
The Safe Communities Partnership is 
focusing some of its attention on drivers 
at the other end of the age spectrum as 
well. 
crashes, and visiting a lot full of cars tl1at 
have been "totaled" in accidents. 
"It's one of the most sobering things 
you'll ever see," says Breen. 
Key to the progran1 is what Breen 
calls the "decompression chamber," a 
session at which participants meet to 
discuss their reactions and feelings after 
they've witnessed "the realities of reckless 
driving behavior." 
"This will help them draw the right 
conclusions," she says, "and not just 
decide they need a faster car to outrun 
the police next time. 
"No one else in the country is doing 
a program like this," Breen says of the 
plan that was developed by the partner-
ship members and is funded through the 
Office of Traffic Safet)'. "We hope it will 
be a spotlight program for the whole 
nation." 
. In the meantime, both the TRC and 
the partnership continue to identif)r 
problem areas to study further. 
So the next time you're fuming at a 
particularly long traffic signal, stop, take 
a deep breath, and try to relax. You can 
take solace in knowing that somebody 
might be finding a way to make that 
particular intersection handle traffic more 
efficiently. i!.r 
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March1998 
1 Music Department: Cosi Fan Tune. 2pm. 
Artemus Ham Concert Hall. 895-3801. 
2 Charles Yanda Master Series: BBC Symphony 
Orchestra. 8pm. Artemus Ham Concert Hall. 
895-3801. 
2-7 Basketball: Men's and Women's Western 
Athletic Conference Championships. Call for 
times. Thomas & Mack Center. 895-3900. 
4 Student Organizations: UniryFest. lOam. Alumni 
Amphitheatre. 895-3221. 
4-7 University Theatre: Ten-Minute Play Festival. 
March 7, 2pm; March 4-6 & 8, 8pm. Paul 
Harris Theatre, Alta Ham Fine Arts Building. 
895-3801. 
5-8 Baseball: UNL V Desert Classic. Call for times. 
Wilson Stadium. 895-3207. 
7 & 8 Softball: UNLV vs. Utah- March 7, Noon 
(DH). Colorado State- March 8, llarn 
(DH). Rebel Diamond. 895-3207. 
10 Women's Tennis: UNLV vs. Notre Dame. 
1:30pm. Fertitta Tennis Complex. 895-3207. 
11 P.A.C. World Dance Series: American Baller 
Theatre. 8pm. Artemus Ham Concert Hall. 
895-380 1. 
12 Women's Tennis: UNLV vs. Florida. 1:30pm. 
Fertitta Tennis Complex. 895-3207. 
Alumni Event: Dinner & Theatre. 6pm. 
Richard Tam Alumni Center. 895-3621. 
12-22 University T heatre: As You Like It. Call for 
times. Judy Bayley Theatre. 895-380 l . 
13 & 15 Men's Tennis: UNLV vs. Utah- March 
13, 1:30pm. San Diego State- March 15, 
Noon. Fertitta Tennis Complex. 895-3207. 
14 & 16 Women's Tennis: UNLV vs. William & 
Mary- March 14, lOam. Duke- March 16, 
1:30pm. Ferriera Tennis Complex. 895-3207. 
16-31 Art Department: MFA Thesis Exhibit. Runs 
through April3 . Weekdays, 9arn-5pm; 
Saturdays, l0arn-2pm. Donna Beam Fine Art 
Gallery. 895-3893. 
17 Music Department: UNL V Wind Orchestra 
Concert. 7:30pm. Artemus Ham Concert 
Hall. 895-380 l. 
Softball: UNL V vs. New Mexico. Noon 
(DH). Rebel Diamond. 895-3207. 
17-18 Baseball: UNLV vs. Arizona. March 17, 
7:05pm; March 18, 5:05pm. Wilson Stadium. 
895-3207. 
18 Panel Discussion: "Western Water: History, 
Ethics, and Policy." 7pm. Classroom Building 
ComplexA106. 895-1167. 
Alumni Event: Board Meeting. 6pm. Richard 
Tam Alumni Center. 895-3621. 
20 Women's Tennis: UNLV vs. Indiana. 1:30pm. 
Fertitta Tennis Complex. 895-3207. 
20-22 Baseball: UNLV vs. Rice. March 20, 3:05pm; 
March 21 & 22, 1:05pm. Wilson Stadium. 
895-3207. 
22 Music Department: UNL V Symphony Orchestra 
Concert. 7:30pm. Artemus Ham Concert 
Hall. 895-3801. 
23-26 Women's Tennis: UNLV vs. Kansas State -
March 23. Ohio State - March 25 . Maryland-
March 26. All at 1:30pm. Fertitta Tennis 
Complex. 895-3207. 
25 Baseball: UNLV vs. Portland State. 3:05pm. 
Wilson Stadium. 895-3207. 
26-29 University Theatre: The Profession and Buried 
Under. Both run through April S. Call for 
rimes. Black Box Theatre. 895-380 1. 
27 Expressions Series: Robert McDonald, pianist. 
7:30pm. Artemus Ham Concert Hall. 
895-3801. 
Men's Tennis: UNLV vs. Kansas. 1:30 p.m. 
Fertitta Tennis Complex. 895-3207. 
27-28 Dance Department: Dance Arts Company 
Concert. March 27 & 28 , 8pm; March 28, 
2pm. Judy Bayley T heatre. 895-3801. 
27-29: Softball: UNLV Round Robin. Call for times. 
Rebel Diamond. 895-3207. 
28 Women's Tennis: UNL V vs. Wichita State. 
1:30pm. Fertitta Tennis Complex. 895-3207. 
UNLVino: 24th Annual Wine Tasting. 3pm. 
Bally's. 895-3161. 
29 Expressions Series: Shepherd: The Story of King 
David. 8pm. Artemus Ham Concert Hall. 
895-3801. 
Men's Tennis: UNLV vs. New Mexico. 
Noon. Ferriera Tennis Complex. 895-3207. 
31 PA.C. World Dance Series: Georgian State 
Dance Company. 8pm. Artemus Ham 
Concert Hall. 895-3801. 
Expressions Series: Georgian State Dance 
Company. 8pm. Artemus Ham Concert Hall. 
895-3801. 
Men's Tennis: UNLV vs. Central Florida. 
1:30pm. Fertitta Tennis Complex. 895-3207. 
2 Music Department: UNL V Community Concert 
Band. 7:30pm. Artemus Ham Concert Hall. 
895-3801. 
2-5 Nevada Dance Theatre: Romeo and juliet. April 
4 & 5, 2pm; April 5, 7pm; April 2-4, 8pm. 
Judy Bayley Theatre. 895-3801. 
3-4 Softball: UNL V vs. San Jose State- April3. 
Fresno State - April 4. Noon both days (DH). 
Rebel Diamond. 895-3207. 
3-5 Baseball: UNLV vs. New Mexico. 
April3 & 4, 7:05pm; AprilS , 
I :05pm. Wilson Stadium. 
895-3207. 
10-12 Baseball: UNLV vs. Air Force. 
April 10 & ll , 7:05pm; April 
12, 1:05pm. Wilson Stadium. 
895-3207. 
13-30 Art Department: Juried Student 
Exhibit. Runs through May 1. 
Weekdays 9arn-5pm; Saturdays 
10arn-2pm. Donna Beam Fine 
Art Gallery. 895-3893. 
15 Music Department: Jazz Combo 
Concert. 7:30pm. Black Box 
Theatre. 895-3739. 
Alumni Event: Board Meeting. 
6pm. Richard Tarn Alumni 
Center. 895-3621. 
17 Music Department: Mariposa Trio 
Recital . 7:30pm. Black Box 
Theatre. 895-3801. 
18 Men's Tennis: UNLV vs. Tulsa. 
Noon. Fertitta Tennis 
Complex. 895-3207. 
19 Music Department: UNLV Symphony Orchestra 




UNLV has launched its Master Calendar Homepage, 
which will allow anyone with Internet access to search for 
information on virtually all events at the university, from arts 
to sports, meetings to seminars, workshops to lectures. 
The UNLV Master Calendar Homepage may be 
accessed directly from the UNLV Homepage at http:// 
www.unlv.edu, where users will see a black notebook 
titled "Events" in the upper left-hand corner of the 
page. Clicking on the notebook will take users to the 
Master Calendar Homepage. 
The calendar's pages contain times, dates, places, 
contact information, presenting organizations, prices, 
program information, and more. Users can search for 
events by key words, location, event type, date, or 
name of presenting organization. 
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CALENDAR 
Alumni Event: Alumni Association Scholar-
ship Luncheon. Noon. Richard Tarn Alumni 
Cenrer. 895-3621. 
29 Music Department: UNL V Community Concerr 
Band. 7:30pm. Artemus Ham Concert Hall. 
895-3801. 
30 University Theatre: Drood! Runs through May 
10. Call for times. Judy Bayley Theatre. 
895-3801. 
Alumni Event: Senior Toast & Send Off. 
1 pm. Richard Tam Alumni Center. 
895-3621. 
Alumni Event: Dinner & Theatre. 6pm. 
Richard Tarn Alumni Cenrer. 895-3621. 
May19 . . • 
1-3 Baseball: UNLVvs. TCU. May 1 
& 2, 7:05pm; May 3, 1:05pm. 
Wilson Stadium. 895-3207. 
5 Performing Arts Center: Mark 
Morris Dance Group. 8pm. 
Artemus Ham Concerr Hall. 
895-3801. 
Baseball: UNL V vs. Arizona 
State. 5:05pm. Wilson Stadium. 
895-3207. 
7-29 Art Department: Bachelor of Arts 
Exhibit. Runs through June 12. 
Weekdays, 9arn-5pm. Metcalf 
Gallery, Richard Tarn Alumni Cemer. 
895-3649. 
7-31 Art Department: Bachelor of Fine Arts 
Exhibit. Runs through June 12. Weekdays, 
9arn-5pm; Saturdays, 10arn-2pm. Donna 
Beam Fine Art Gallery. 895-3893. 
12 Music Department: UNLV Jazz Ensemble I 
Concert. 8pm. Judy Bayley Theatre. 
895-4712. 
16 Commencement: UNLV Graduation Ceremo-
nies. 9arn & 1:30pm. Thomas & Mack 
Cemer. 895-3448. 
20 Alumni Event: Board Meeting. 6pm. Richard 
Tam Alumni Cemer. 895-3621. 
June 1 
1-4 Seminar: Pan American Currem Research on 
Fluid Inclusions. Sam. Barrick Museum 
Auditorium. 895-3394. 
17 Alumni Event: Board Meeting. 6pm. Richard 
Tarn Alumni Center. 895-3621. 
22-30 Art Department: Selections from the 
Collection. Runs through July 26. Weekdays, 
9arn-5pm; Saturdays, 10arn-2pm. Donna 
Beam Fine Art Gallery. 895-3649. 
Sense of Humor 
continued from page 9 
Nevada Day Parade with a very dazed 
look on my face .. .. 
"I kept saying to Bob, 'What are we 
going to do?' And he would say, 'We're 
going to have a baby.' And I'd say, 'Wait, 
you don't understand! I've got these 
teenagers at home. No, it can't be,"' she 
says, laughing again. "I was unbelievably 
shocked." 
As unexpected as the pregnancy was, 
she was devastated when she had a 
miscarriage six weeks later. 
"I thought it might have been stress, 
but the doctor said that if it were stress, 
there wouldn't be many abortions. He 
said he didn't believe stress had anything 
to do with it; sometimes these things just 
happen. It turned out I was devastated. 
And then in February, I got pregnant 
again. We didn't actively work on it, but 
this time I wasn't as surprised or quite as 
apprehensive. But I did go through 
periods when I would say, 'I'm 40 years 
old!' You'd see these T-shirts that said, 
'I'd rather be 40 than pregnant.' I kept 
saying, 'What if you're both? What kind 
of shirt do they have for that?"' 
I n the meantime, her husband had won the election, and there was the somewhat daunting task of moving into the governor's mansion and 
assuming the role of first lady. 
"We moved in around the second of 
January, and then when the Legislature 
began, we were supposed to give a party 
for 300 people to open the session," she 
says. "Well, when you move into a new 
house, I don't know anybody who would 
have a party for 300 people within two 
weeks. I mean you don't know where 
your underwear are or where the light 
switches are." 
To boot, much of the mansion staff 
left with the Bryans. 
"There was the mansion coordinator 
who had made a commitment to stay at 
the mansion just until the election, but 
here I was, this weeping pregnant lady 
saying, 'Please don't leave me.' Well, I 
guess I got to her, because she agreed to 
stay for the transition - three months. 
So that was some help, but the reality of 
it was that I was kind of on my own. She 
was very kind in saying, 'You get to set 
your own agenda; you get to set up the 
house the way you want it.' But I kept 
thinking, 'I don't care. How are we 
supposed to do this?"' 
Oddly enough, she says, being 
pregnant was the best thing in the world 
for her under the circumstances. 
"It really gave me breathing room," 
she recalls. "My strong focus had always 
been on my own children, so it gave me 
the opportunity to stay at home more. 
So being pregnant and hiding behind my 
belly was a real positive." 
The excitement over the baby spread 
throughout the family; Ross and Corrine 
were thrilled at the prospect of having a 
baby sister, who had been named Megan 
early in the pregnancy. They read her 
Green Eggs and Ham every night while 
she was in utero and talked to her in the 
grocery store, telling her about all the 
wonderful foods she would enjoy after 
she was born. 
Megan was born the following 
November into a household that offered 
more than a little attention, Sandy says. 
"I don't know that there's ever been 
a baby born who was more nurtured and 
loved than her, because it was not only 
Bob and myself doting on her, but my 
other children, my extended family, and 
all the mansion staff. So everybody loved 
this baby," she says gleefully. "One of my 
biggest concerns was that she wouldn't 
learn how to walk because someone was 
always holding her." 
And Megan wasn't the only one 
getting used to all of that pampering. 
"At first, I didn't know holv to have a 
chef," she laughs. "I remember thinking, 
'I don't want you to cook dinner, 
because if you cook dinner, what am I 
supposed to do?' We had five people 
taking care of the house, so if they made 
the beds, what was I supposed to do? But 
I have to tell you, that's kind of an easy 
thing to fall into," she says. "I remember 
thinking at one point, 'Oh, you)re going 
to make the beds? OK, that's pretty easy. 
OK, you )re going to clean the bathrooms? 
OK, I can handle this."' 
She says it took her awhile to hit her stride as first lady, but over time she learned to balance the needs of her family with the demands of her 
new role - and was also able to over-
come her shyness. Since then she has 
recognized the opportunity her position 
has afforded her: She has endorsed and/ 
or helped build numerous programs for 
the education, health, and protection of 
children. 
"It took me awhile to figure out that 
if being first lady allowed me to establish 
programs and to raise funds for children, 
then great. It works for me," she says. 
She has initiated and is chair of 
"Nevada's GOALS 2000," a statewide 
support plan of educational reform, and 
was instrumental in bringing the "Baby 
Your Baby Program" to Nevada. She also 
built a coalition to launch the immuniza-
tion program "Every Child by 2" and 
designed a new program titled "Take 
Time To TEACH," which encourages 
parents and the community to become 
involved in the education of children. 
Additionally, she serves on a number of 
boards and councils geared toward higher 
education, and she is writing a children's 
book on the children who have lived in 
the governor's mansion. 
It's amazing what you can do when 
you don't have to worry about house-
work, she reflects. 
"Now, after 10 years, I'm thinking, 
'Oh, you want me to make the beds?'" 
she says, laughingly uproariously again. 
"I'm sure it was easier in the direction of 
coming in than it will be going out." 
Eight-year-old Megan, too, is a little 
reluctant to leave the mansion. 
"We have, of course, known since the 
continued on page 28 
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'70s 
Larry Adams, '70 BS Hotel Admin-
istration, has been elected to the 
board of governors for the Institute 
of Internal Auditors Inc. He has 
earned professional certifications as a 
certified fraud examiner, certified 
public accountant, certified internal 
auditor, certified information systems 
auditor, certified computing profes-
sional, certified quality analyst, and 
certified systems professional. He lives 
in Phoenix. 
Gary Brown, '73 
Gary W. Brown, '73 BS Hotel 
Administration, is general manager at 
the Rocky Gap Lodge & Golf Resort 
near Cumberland, Md. The resort, 
which includes an 18-hole Jack 
Nicklaus-signature golf course, is 
being built within Rocky Gap State 
Park. Brown received the 1997 
"fellows" designation from the 
American Society of Association 
Executives - one of the highest 
honors that the association bestows 
upon its members . He is one of only 
32 people in the nation to receive the 
award since 1992. Before joining 
Rocky Gap, Brown served as the 
president of G.W. Brown Hotel Sales 
& Marketing Services, a Virginia-
based hotel consulting firm. 
Carol J. Bontrager Wagers, '77 BS 
Education, '81 MS Counseling and 
Educational Psychology, is a counse-
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lor at Green Valley High School. An 
avid neecllepoint stitcher, she was 
selected in 1996 to stitch a neeclle-
point stocking for the Christmas tree 
in the Blue Room of the White 
House. Three stitchers were selected 
from each state. She also is the key-
board player for the praise band at 
University United Methodist Church. 
'80s 
Kent Gerlach, '80 EdD Special 
Education, is a professor of special 
education at Pacific Lutheran Univer-
sity in Tacoma, Wash. He received 
the University Faculty Excellence 
Award for the 1995-96 academic 
year- one of two such awards given 
annually to honor the university's 
finest faculty. He has worked with the 
U.S. Department of Education as an 
ad1~ser to the Clinton administration. 
At both the state and national levels, 
he offers his expertise to help draft 
legislation to increase support for 
children 11~th special needs and for 
paraprofessionals in the school sys-
rem. He is co-editor of the book, 
Supe111ising Pameducaton in School 
Settings: A Team App1·oach. H e lives 
in Seattle. 
Kent Gerlach, '80 
William C. Gallagher, '81 BS Busi-
ness Administration, who became a 
New York Life agent in Las Vegas 
foll011~g graduation, is now the 
company's managing partner in 
central Florida. He is responsible for 
all company sales operations in the 
region. He is married to Debra 
Wallace Gallagher, '81 BA Educa-
tion , '89 lV1Ed. They live in Orlando. 
William Gallagher, '81 
Sevda K Aleckson, '82 BA Chemis-
try, is the western regional quality 
assurance director for Quanterra 
Environmental Services. She lives in 
Irvine, Calif. 
Ronald Arthur Moss, '83 BS Hotel 
Administration, is general manager of 
the Planet Hollywood in Hong Kong 
and the Planet Hollywood in Guam. 
He lives in Hong Kong. 
Mike Mullin, '83 BS Business Ad-
ministration , works in management 
information systems support for 
Quebecor Printing, the second largest 
directory printer in North America. 
He also has worked in customer 
service and as an industrial mainte-
nance mechanic. He lives in 
Hazleton, Penn. 
Julie Hall, '89 BA Math, is a Geo-
graphic Information System analyst 
11~th Clark County's public works 
department. She is a team leader for a 
conversion project for drainage 
facilities throughout the Las Vegas 
Valley. She joined the county in 1989 
as an engineer technician in the flood 
control division. 
Marguet Miller, '89 BS Business 
Administration, is a professor of 
physical education and an assistant 
foo tball coach at Mount San Antonio 
College in Walnut, Calif. Before 
moving to Mount San Antonio, be 
was the tight-end coach at California 
State University, Fresno. 
'90s 
Mary L. Greene, '90 MEd Instruc-
tional and Curricular Studies, is a 
GATE (Gifted and Talented Educa-
tion ) specialist for the Clark County 
School District. She currendy works 
at Kim Elementary School where she 
teaches gifi:ed students in grades three 
through five and provides enrichment 
education for students in grades one 
and two. She is working on a doctoral 
degree in special education at UNL V. 
Laura Fadgen, '92 BS Hotel Admin-
istration, is the owner of Beyond 
Words, a resume, typing, and office-
support service. 
Alexander K Marquez, '92 BS 
Electrical Engineering, received an 
MBA from Purdue University in 
199 3. He now works as a senior 
financial analyst at Intel Corp. in 
Santa Clara, Calif. 
Gloria D . Peterson, '92 MEd Edu-
cational Administration and Higher 
Education, is principal of Southport 
Elementary School in Kenosha, Wise. 
She initiated an extended-day kinder-
garten program and a math, science, 
and reading enrichment team at the 
school. The enrichment team is the 
first of its kind in Kenosha. Previ -
ously, she served as principal of 
Kenosha's Durkee Elementary 
School. 
Sergio A. Verduzco, '92 BS Hotel 
Administration, is the executive chef 
of the Eagles Bar & Grille in Tellu-
ride, Colo. He pre1~ously worked as 
the banquet chef at the Four Seasons 
Hotel in Mexico City; as the execu-
tive chef at the Bel Air Hotel in Costa 
Careyes, Mexico; and as the chef de 
cuisine at The Peaks Resort in 
Colorado. 
Angela White, '92 BS Education, 
earned a master's degree in reading 
education at Arizona State University in 
1994. She teaches at Rowe Elernentuy 
School in Las Vegas and was nominated 
fur New Teacher of the Year in 1994. 
She has completed real estate school at 
the Southern Nevada School ofReal 
Estate. She is currently working on a 
doctoral degree at UNL V. 
Angela White, '92 
Tom Robinson, '93 MA Communi-
cation Studies, is an assistant profes-
sor at Ball State University in Muncie, 
Ind. He teaches advertising. He 
received a doctoral degree in mass 
communication from the University 
of Southern Mississippi in 1996. 
Cynthia A. Williams, '93 BS Nursing, is 
an R.N. health care coordinator 1~th 
T ri West Health care Alliance. The 
company coordinates the milituy health 
care at the Nellis Air Force Base Hospi-
tal. Pre~ously, she was the administratOr 
of Absolute Horne Health Care in Las 
Vegas. She was the 1996 runner-up for 
the March ofDirnes Nurse-of-the-Year 
award in the area of community health. 
MarkS. Katz, '94 BS Business 
Administration, was admitted to the 
Nevada Bar in 1997. He has joined 
the law firm of Berkley and Gordon. 
He plans to focus his efforts on 
ta.xation , estate planning, and corpo-
rate and commercial law. He earned 
his law degree from Suffolk Univer-
sity Law School in Boston in 1997. 
In May, he is scheduled to graduate 
from Boston University mth a 
master's of law and letters in ta.xation. 
James Embree, '95 BA Communica-
tion Studies, is a public relations 
coordinator for The Firm Public 
Relations & Marketing. Previously, 
he worked in the advertising and 
public relations office of the Gold 
Strike/Nevada Landing properties in 
Jean. In 1995, he served an intern-
ship in the Washington, D. C., office 
of then-U.S. Rep. Barbara 
Vucanovich. 
James Embree, '95 
Francis J. Rodgers, '96 MEd Special 
Education, was honored as the Clark 
County School District's New 
Teacher of the Year in special educa-
tion in 1997. He is a resource room 
teacher at Bruner Elementary School. 
He teaches fourth - and fifth-grade 
students with learning disabilities. 
Jolene Mitchell, '97 BS Education, 
teaches in a combined first- and 
second-grade classroom at Taylor 
Elementary School in Henderson. In 
May 1997 while she was a student 
teacher at Taylor, her work was 
featured in Teaching K-8, a magazine 
for professional educators . Her lesson 
on "word dinosaurs" was selected as 
one of the publication's "blue ribbon 
ideas." When teaching the book 
Tyrone the Horrible, a book about a 
dinosaur, she dresses in a safari outfit 
and takes her reading students out-
side to search for clues in a special 
"hum" that emphasizes using de-
scriptive words. At the end of the 
hunt, students return to the class-
room and find gummy dinosaurs 
waiting for them. 
Please be patient! Because 
of the popularity of the 
Class Notes section, UNL V 
Magazine cannot use every 
entry as soon as it arrives. If 
the information you have 
submitted for a Class Note 
entry becomes outdated, 
please submit a new entry 
and indicate on the form 
that it is a replacement. 
- ---+-- ----- --Type of Degree(sl ----- --------




Home _________________ _ 





















.... ··---·-·-~-·--~·----· ........................................................ ~ 
SPRING 1998 + 2 7 
Poetic Transition 
continued from page 13 
to their own existence and, to some 
extent, to their culture's existence. 
"I certainly have a connection to my 
audience, to my constituency, to 
America, to Las Vegas. I'm not writing in 
a vacuum. I'm writing in a place where 
we all live, and my poetry always takes 
that into account. The imagery of the 
given place sneaks in and the particular 
kinds of problems of that place sneak in." 
Does she, now that she is a pub-
lished, award-winning poet, ever doubt 
her ability1 
"Always. All the time," Keelan 
answers. "Every time I don't write for a 
while, I think, 'Oh my God, I've lost it. 
I'm not good enough. I'm not smart 
enough.' But the people I've always 
admired the most are the ones who know 
they're not smart enough and are 
constantly trying." 
Ropin) and Researchin) 
continued from page 18 
women are starting to ask - for safety 
reasons - for it to be raked. It's really a 
pretty minor request; it's not like they're 
asking for the world." 
Preston is not especially surprised by 
the difference in treatment. Mter all, 
Sense of Humor 
continued from page 25 
last election tl1at we had four more years 
here. Then we're going to be gone, and 
there's no option. And that's a difficult 
thing for her to accept. She's grown up 
here; it's her home. So she's negotiating 
right now. She's asked, 'Could we buy 
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Though she does write often, Keelan, 
whose son, Benjamin, turned 3 recently, 
admits that the addition of a child to her 
life has made finding the time to write 
less than easy. 
"When Benjamin was very young, it 
was really easy to write because he slept all 
the time. But tllis last year I've had to 
struggle with writing. My job is really 
demanding in tllis MFA program. I have 
a lot of students who need a lot of 
attention. And I have a 3-year-old son 
who says, 'Mommy,' and that's poetry, 
too." 
Keelan says that for the most part she 
doesn't get upset when she doesn't 
produce as much as she'd like. 
"I think a writer is always writing. 
You're living and taking in your experi-
ences. My son's presence is making its 
way into my life in a way that will be in 
my poetry forever. And I don't feel really 
scared or like I have a block if I don't 
complete something every week because 
my life is going in all tl1ese directions 
rodeo is a very traditional sport from a 
different era; in many ways, it hasn't 
entirely caught up with tl1e times. 
But, for Preston, it is a fascinating 
point in time to study the sport from a 
sociological perspective. He has already 
presented his initial findings witl1 Frey 
and Bernhard at a scholarly conference 
and has authored an article on the subject 
the house1 What would happen if Mom 
would run for governor( What would 
happen if Ross would rw1 for governor( 
How old do you have to be to run for 
governor('" 
Her motl1er tries to help her daugh-
ter wax philosophical about the first 
family's future . There are still many 
possibilities, she says; there was talk of 
the governor being appointed as am-
now. The poems will come out of it." 
But Keelan does worry about how 
one fairly recent development in her 
life- happiness - will affect her work. 
She wonders if suffering is a necessary 
component of the creative process. 
"For so many years I lived by myself 
and was struggling, and I wrote my 
books then," she says. "I'm struggling in 
a different manner now tl1at I have a son, 
a husband, a home, a dog, and a mortgage. 
"My fortune cookie last weekend 
said, 'You don't need to look any further 
for happiness; it's right beside you.' And 
I thought, 'Oh my God, I'm through."' 
Still, Keelan, who believes tl1at all of a 
poet's life experiences inevitably influence 
and benefit her work, thinks she soon will 
find her way again . 
"I'm just getting used to being wife, 
motl1er, professor," she says. "What I'm 
thinking and I'm anticipating is that 
poetry can come out of tl1e newer voice, 
the newer place, that I haven' t found yet. 
But I will." @/ 
tl1at has been subnlitted to a sociology 
journal. He also plans to write a book 
about his findings. 
But, in the meantime he'd be the first 
to admit that he's having a heck of a 
good time researching the subject. Now, 
if only he could find more time to get 
back out there and wrestle another steer 
or two between classes .... €..-
bassador to Mexico, though he withdrew 
his name from the rumling in December. 
"There are several options. Bob is 
considering consulting or joining a 
private law firm. Whatever he does, it's 
OK witl1 me; if anytl1ing, I've learned to 
be flexible." 
But you can count on one thing, she 
muses: Wherever he ends up, he'll be 
ironing his own pajamas. (l, 
Th;anks to the 2,200 donors who respo.nded ,to ,·the 
challenge by Norwest Bank Nevada! 
(13) 
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